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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Lighthouse Family Camp 
Theme    :  
Venue    : CCT Retreat and Training Center 
Date    : December 23, 2018 
 
TITLE    : THESE THINGS 
Text/s    :   
 
2 Peter 1:3-12 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins. 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know 
them, and be established in the present truth. 
KJV 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
2 Peter 1:3-12 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins. 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know 
them, and be established in the present truth. 
KJV 
 
Song/s    : I Know Whom I Have Believed / One Day  
 
Other references  :  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
In this first chapter of Peter’s last epistle, he refers to “these things” (one word in the Greek) no less than 
six times. Their extreme importance is evident in verses 8 and 9 
 
2 Peter 1:8-9 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old sins. 
KJV 
 
What then are the things which Peter stresses so urgently?  
 
Verse 8 makes it obvious that they constitute simply the hierarchical catalog of Christian attributes listed in 
verses 6 and 7 — that of 
 

- Faith with virtue (strength of character) 
- Virtue with knowledge 
- Knowledge with temperance (self control) 
- Temperance with patience 
- Patience with godliness 
- Godliness with brotherly kindness 
- Brotherly kindness with charity (unselfish love). 

 
Note that the same word is used in verse 4, where it explains how we are enabled to acquire these traits of 
Christian character.  
 
2 Peter 1:4 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
KJV 
 
When “these things” characterize our lives, we become nothing less than Christlike. He, in His humanity, was 
all these things as He shared our nature, and by “these things” we become partakers of His divine nature 
when we manifest them.  And they are all mediated to us through the gracious promises of the Word of God. 
 
God’s Word with all His promises, when believe and received become effectual for the achievement of each 
stage in the growth of a Christlike character. 
 
Then in verse 3, Peter says,  
 
2 Peter 1:3 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue 
KJV 
 
Indeed, “his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue” (2 Peter 1:3). 
 
His power – beginning from the power of the Gospel! 
 
Rom 1:16 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
KJV 
 
Rom 16:25 
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25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:5 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
KJV 
 
 
BODY 
 
 
A) God had given us ALL THINGS from salvation to life abundant and godly. 

 
1) For our salvation 
 

2 Peter 1:3 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
 
John 10:10-11 
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
KJV 
 
Rom 5:8 
8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 3:9 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 
KJV 
 

 
2) For our security, justification, sanctification (transformation) 

 
2 Cor 5:17 
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:1-16 
8 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. 
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
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10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 
11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. 
13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live. 
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
KJV 
 
 

3) For our fruitfulness 
 
2 Peter 1:4-8 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
 

4) For our being a blessing 
 
1 Peter 3:9 
9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. 
KJV 
 
 

5) For our glorious entrance to His kingdom 
 
2 Peter 1:10-11 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Eph 3:20-21 
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us, 
21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:13 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
KJV 

 
 

B) God gives to us provision to be sure all about these things. 
 
2 Peter 1:8-10 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins. 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall: 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:12-13 
12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which 
are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
KJV 
 
 

C) Peter himself lived to give to us this exhortation concerning THESE THINGS 
 
Luke 22:31-34 
31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as 
wheat: 
32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren. 
33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. 
34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny 
that thou knowest me. 
KJV 
 
John 21:15-17 
15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than 
these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 
16 He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, 
Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he 
said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:10-15 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know 
them, and be established in the present truth. 
13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; 
14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed 
me. 
15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 5:8-11 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: 
9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren 
that are in the world. 
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 
11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
KJV 
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1 Peter 1:7-12 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
10 Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace 
that should come unto you: 
11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which 
are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 3:14 
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without spot, and blameless. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 3:17-18 
17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with 
the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both 
now and for ever. Amen. 
KJV 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 


